2/20/74 


Dear Dave, 


I was in Washington Saturday and tried to reach you through your answering 
service which turns out to be a JWOf-aasworing service on Saturdays. hy reason was 
that the Hollywood people ith interest in the iiing assassination hud phoned 
PensterwjJLd in his absence and loft a message "beginning with a quarter of a million. 
Ths- ; offer ms to him, ^erry %y .-md me, H<> can't have anything to do with it for 
ethical reasons and Jerry Bay has nothing to do with it for any reasons, unless they 
want to use his nan* 
getting together i' 
you could bo there* 


3» end the literary property is all mine, aaways.So, 'because 1 was 
th -oud on how to handle the next moves in the day ease, 1 bad hoped. 


updates you for when you 


nowever 


not the reason for this letter. 


will remember - made reference to a number of other properties 1 believe 


movies. We have never had a chance 


fco talk 


to be quite promising, especially fox 
about theia 0 

One is one of the most beautiful love stories of all time, with everything. 
I'm not going to take the edge off by giving you any details arid besides, 1 have 


turned it over to a friend who I think is ideall; 


suited to write it and I will 


not tell someone else's story. I'll give you only a few clues and tell you where it 
is -ucuuse now is the time for you to get interested -vxu you may hear 1 rom t:is 
friend, on my suggestion. 


it is an 


uexal 


World War Up the true story of two 


story starting with the first bombing of Budapest in 


xme human oex 


everyday folks who are my 


fixad friends, a then yo,uig black soldier from the twon near which we now both live 


and the refugee waif whose life he saved. 




ed. 


uy opinion oi the 
consider myself not 


tory is such that rather than try to do it myself wheat I 
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making theis maximum of what could be a movie smash required two things oi the 
writer, over one. above profesuiorial akiliss being a wocaa and 'owing sleek. I felt 
the writer nad to have life experiences to emphasize with 'both central characters. 

Sosa i*uy, then president of tbfe Baxrlem. writers* U uiid, ii, the friend 1 thought and tlank 


ideally suited because besides being a fine writer she is both blade 
in all ways beautiful.; 


ana a woman. 


And 


do, I interviewed the woman of the story in depth nil on taps, five hours of 1 
and seat the tapes to new York. After Boss heard them she came here with a mutual 
Iriraivi, a "^ditcu-r editor, :mu mec *-he hero ana heroine oi the story mu ml hex* own 
interviewing. 2he returned to i*ew fork and when she could clean up enough of th- so: 
she bad contracted, did a sample clmpter ansi an outline, as I recall, ideis, wh 


then in financial 
accepted, I tiiink 


trouole, offered, a S2Q,0G0 advance but for sons reason it wt 
in part because Rosa had other contracts and in part to awa; 


■O li&i* 

not 
until 
.. today: 


an initial movie approach could be made. Anyway, her? is where it is as of 6 a.n 

Rosa has just phoned me to tell me that she is getting out from other her other 
obligations and will be returning to this work. ;ihs knows the hours seep and she knows 
the emotional involvement i*a not now exp lainin g to you l but the o.r. nan in you will 
really flip over that; oi the heroine and her great longing for the story to be told, 
bo i will now phone ay friend/heroine with the word she has been waiting for. 


Best regards. 



